CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

tions, there can be little doubt, I think, that
caste, the most peculiar feature of Indian life, is
being gradually undermined, partly by educa-
tion, still more, perhaps, by railways and the
gradual spread of industrialism. An example
may show what I mean better than a page
of generalisations I was travelling in South
India with a Brahmin in the carnage What
was he to do? He had to eat, and there
was the carnage full of unclean foreigners
What he did do was to go into a corner of the
carnage, get his sen-ant to stand behind him,
so as to make a kind of screen, and there on
the floor dispose of the carefully prepared food
he had brought with him in tin boxes But
this kind of thing must surely end in making
the whole system look ndiculous. The best
way to get nd of caste is to mix people up, and
there is no such mixing as that of railway
travel. Again, the introduction of factories
must react upon caste, for caste is not taken
account of by employers. At a mill which I
visited in Agra I was told that the only diffi-
culty caused by caste was in connection with
Brahmins and with sweepers. No one would
work with a sweeper, and a Brahmin may make
trouble with any other caste. Otherwise, for
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